Republic of the Philippines

Department of Education DQT"

Region VIl, Central Visayas

DIVISION OF CEBU PROVINCE

Sudlon, Lahug, Cebu City

October 14, 2013

DIVISION MEMORANDUM
No. G222 s 2013

DISSEMINATION OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 16018 (An Act Establishing Rural Farm Schools as
Alternative Delivery Mode of Secondary Education and Appropriating Funds Therefor)

To : OIC, Assistant Superintendents
Education Supervisors/Coordinators
District Supervisors/OICs
Secondary School Heads
Heads, Private Secondary Schools

1. For the information and guidance of all concerned, enclosed is a copy of Republic Act (RA) No.
10618, dated September 3, 2013, entitiled An Act Establishing Rural Farm School as Alternative
Delivery Mode of Secondary Education and Appropriating Funds Therefor, which is self—
explanatory. -

Schools DiviSioft Superintendent
)

2. " Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.

NISIT, Ed.D



REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION D 4 ED
REGION Vil, CENTRAL VISAYAS e J
DEPARTMENT EDUCATION

Sudion, Lahug, Cebu City

SEP 30 2013

REGIONAL MEMORANDUM
No._ £ 18 ,s.2013

DISSEMINATION OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 10618
(An Act Establishing Rural Farm Schools as Alternative Delivery Mode
of Secondary Education and Appropriating Funds Therefor)

To:  Schools Division/City Superintendents
Officers-in-Charge of Regular and Interim Divisions
School Heads of Public and Private Secondary Schools

1. For the information and guidance of all concerned, enclosed is a copy of DepEd
Memorandum No. 176, s. 2013 disseminating Republic Act (RA) No. 10618 dated September 3,
2013 entitled An Act Establishing Rural Farm Schools as Alternative Delivery Mode of
Secondary Education and Appropriating Funds Therefor, which is self-explanatory.

2. Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.

CARMELITA T. DULANGON
Director III

Officer-in-Charge

CTD/CCL/LCI/micd
CLMD

“Educating for a Strong Republic”




DepED

DEVA RTMENYT OF BDUCATION
REGION VIi-CENTRAL VISAYAS
IN. LARUG, CEAU CITY

Mol
RD2013-19509
Republic of the Philippines 21 - Sep
Bepartment of Education
17 SEP 2013

DepEd MEMORANDUM
No. 176 ,s. 2013

DISSEMINATION OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 10618
(An Act Establishing Rural Farm Schools as Alternative Delivery Mode
of Secondary Education and Appropriating Funds Therefor)

To: Undersecretaries
Assistant Secretaries
Bureau Directors
Directors of Services, Centers and Heads of Units
Regional Directors
Schools Division/City Superintendents
Heads, Public and Private Secondary Schools

1. For the information and guidance of all concerned, enclosed is a copy of
Republic Act (RA) No. 10618 dated September 3, 2013 entitled An Aet
Establishing Rural Farm Schools as Alternative Delivery Mode of Secondary
Education and Appropriating Funds Therefor, which is self-explanatory.

2. Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.

BR. ARMIN A/LUISTRO FSC
Secretary

Encl.:
As stated

Reference:
None

To be indicated in the Perpetual Index
under the following subjects:

LEGISLATION
SCHOOLS
SECONDARY EDUCATION
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(Enclosure to DepEd Memorandum No. 176, s. 2013)
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Quougress of the Pyilippines
Meivo Manila
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Begun and held in Matro Mantta, on Monday, the twenty-third
day of July, two thousand twelve,

| Reruniic AceNao. 10618 |

AN ACT ESTABLISHING RURAL FARM SCHOOLS AS
ALTERNATIVE DELIVERY MODE OF SECONDARY
EDUCATION AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

Be it enncted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Philippines i Congress assembled:

SRCTION 1. Short Title. - 'This Act shall he kuown as
the “Raral Farm Schools Act™.

S 2 Declaration of Policy. - It is herehy declared to
he the policy of the State to protect and pramote the right
of all citizens to quality education at all levels and take
appropriate steps tn make such education accessible to all
Further Lo this, the State shall establish, maintain and
aupport a camplete, adequate and inlegrated system of
eduention refevant to the needs of the peaple and society and
cucourage nonformal, informal and indigenous learning
gystoms, ag well as sell-learning, independent and oud-of-school
study programs particularly those that respond to enmmnnily

needs.




The Suate.snall ikewise promote sustainable agnicultural
productivity and rural deveiopment by empowering the humar
capital in the countryside through accese to avenues of
learning suited to the needs and realitiee of the rurs)
agricultural commumnities.

In furtherance of the principles of somal jusuce and
social equity, the State shall provide the necessary support w
the beneficiaries of the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform
Program (CARP; including, but not limited 1o, the provision
of access to a broad range of educanonal opportunties w their
chi]d.ren;

SEC. 3. Definition of Terms. - For purposes of this Act,
the following terms shall be defined as follows:

(a) Alternative delivery mode refers w the nontraditional
education program recognized by the Department of Education
(DepED) which applies a flexible learning philosophy and a
curricular delivery program that includes nonformal and
informal sources of knowledge and skills. An alternative
delivery mode may include the use of facilitator-aided and
interactive self-instructional print and audio-based learning
materiale, video tapes, face-to-face structured learning groups,
semi-structured and unstructured discussions. one-on-one
tutonials. study groups and self-learning groups. demonstration
sesgiona. home visits, mentoring and remediation.

(b) Rural farm school refers w a paralle] learning system
and an alternative delivery mode of secondarv education. It
provides for Iacilitative and experiential learning on the core
subjects of the secondary education curricuium with focus on
agri-fisheries. designed to address the neede of children in
rural, agricultural or fishing communities.

(c) Public rural farm school refers w a rural farm school
operated by the government or any of ite political subdivisions.

(d) Private rural farm school refers to a rural farm
school operated by a private entity, a nongovernment
organization or a farm association. This is a school which 1s

not funded by the government or any of ite political
aubdivisions.

te} Tuitors refer w facilitators or mnswructors who com
the teaching sta€ of the ruva’ farm school. They are spes:
in their own fieids of endeavor and who ‘acitate <he sgu
process.

tfi CARP beneficiaries refer wc farmers or their kir
had received Ceruficates of Land Ownershup Awarc /C
or Emancipatior Patents under Republic Act Nc. 683
amended. otherwise known as the “Comprenensive Agy
Reiorm Law of 1988".

(g} Agrarian reform community refers 10 a barang
cluster of barangavs where 2 eritical mase of agranan r
beneficianes is mituated.

(h) Farm entrepreneurship refers 1o the mrermingl
ﬁ?ance. business and agricultare in serling 1nto operat
motion a business venture involved in the producu

_agricultural commodities or enterprises.

SEC. 4. Establishment of Rural Farm Schools. —
farm schools are hereby established to provide an alter
delivery mode of secondary education. The public rura
schoole shall be free from tuition and other schoo) fees,
those fees which may be allowed by the DepED. Prvaw
farm schools shall set a mimimal tnition and othe
subject to the approval of the DepED: Provided, Th
relatives of CARP beneficiaries up w the third deg
consanguinity ir the descending line shall be exemp
payment of the fees.

The DepED shall institutionalize high standa
quality aszurance in rural farm schools. These standard
nvolve prescribing guidelines and policies on the operaty
management of rural farm schools as well as basic cur

content to ensure the credibility and academic integ
rura! farm schools.

Within one 1) vear upon the formulation
unplementing rules and regulations of ths Act. the ]
shall encourage the establishment of at least one (1)
rural farm school 1n everv province in the country.



SEC. 5. Impiementing Agency. - The DepED. through the
Bureau of Secondary Educanon. shall regulate the organization:
and operation of the rural farm schools and <she
implemerntanon of its curviculum ae prescridbed heremn.

SEC. 6. Curriculum ond Tecching Methodology. ~ The
curriculum of the rural farm school shall iollow the core
secondary education curriculum of <he DepED with aad-on
courses focused on Agn-Fishery Arts.

The last two (2} academsc vezrs in the rural farxc school
educanional svstem shall focns on ntegrative learning across
all subject disciplines in the curmculum with emphasis on farm
entrepreneurship theory and practice ana its promotion as &
tool in cultivating local enirepreneurs. revitalizing rural
economics and repopulaiing rural communities.

The turai farm schools shall apply a flexible learning
philosophy whick may include an alternative dehvery mode as
recognized by the DepED.

SEC. 7. Eligible Students. — Graduates of elementary
school education, regardless of age, shall be eligible 1o enroll
in the rural farm schools for their secondary education.

Relatives of CARP beneficiaries up to the third degree of
consanguinity 1 the descending line shall be given priorty
in admisaion when the rural farm school cannot accoramodate
all of those applying for enroliment.

SEC. 8. The School Head. ~ Every rural farm school shall
have a school head to oversee its operatons and management.
The sznool head shall be iasked o faciiizate the tutors
participation in professicnal developmen: activities including
technical skilis wraining and extension services by the DepED,
the Depariment of Agriculture (DA} and the Department of
Agrariar Reform (DAR). The school head shall also ensure that
the curricular program is properly implemented and suffiment
and adequate educanonal resources are avaiiabie and accessible
to the students.

SEC. 9. The Tutors. ~ The wurors of the rural farm schooi
shall be specialists in their fields of endeavor. They shall act
ae teachers, guidance counselors. rural developers, liveilihood
project proponents, marketing speciaiists and/or project

consuliznts. They shall establish a working partnership «
the parents by conducting parent.tutor diaiogues and pa
workshops

3icC. 16. Saiery of Rurai Form 3Schoo! Personne
Pubbc rural farm schooi personnel shall receive @ mon
basic salarv based on the compensation prescribed under
Salary S:andardizetion Law 2c amendet¢ i additon @ ¢
bemnefits prescriped by iaw.

Ir the case of private rurai farre schoo: personnei.

shali rece:ve the salary and other benefits prescribec u
the Labor Code of the Philippines.

SEC. il. Skills Training and Exiension Support. -
DepED. the DAR, the DA, the Technical Education and &
Deveiopment Authority {TESDA) and the Agricultural Tra
Infmme (ATD) shall provide continuous iechnical ¢
training and provision of extension matenals nciuding
not limited w, books. student workbooks. teaching se
guides and other materials or equipwent on the sul

offered. and other extension services w the tutors of rural
schoole.

SEC. 12. Accreditation of Rural Farm Schools. -
DepED shall set the requirements for accreditation of
farm schools and accredit those that shall meet the pres:
requirements. Rural farm school¢ may not operate u
accredited by the DepED.

The DepED may withdraw or downgrade the accredi
of a rural farm school if it iails to weaintain the stan
set for its accreditanion.

All accredited private rural! farm schoois. their me
or facilitators and students shall be eligibie for subsidies
Republic Act No. 6728, 25 amendec by Republic Act No.
or ihe “"Expanded Government Assistance ¢ Student
Teachers in Private Educator Act”

SEC. 13. School Meonitoring and Evgiuation. -
DepED shall zonduct reguiar monxoring and evaiuat
determine conmnuing compliance with the requiremes
accreditauon status of the rural farm schools and w0 dete
whether or no: ine rural! farm schoois adhere o the sta:
of guahiy assurance prescrived by the DepED.



SEC. 14. Tox Exempuon - Any donztion. coptribution.
bequest or grant whick may be mede o z rural f2rm schoo!
dul\ accredited under Section 12 of this Act shall be exempt
from the donors tzx and the same shali be considered as
allowabple deduction from ihe gross Income 1n the computauon
of the income tax of the domnor in accordance with the
provisions of the Nauopal! Internai Revenue Code (NIRC: of
1997. 25 amended: Prouaen, That the ~urai ferm scnoo} has
likewise been accredited by the Philippine Council for NGO
Cerificauon (PCNOC).

SEC. 15. Appropriotions. - The Secrerarvy of Educarion
shall nnm'-d.lat.e}) include in the Departmem't program the
operauonanzanon of the public rursl farm schools. the funding

of whicn sball be included in the anrual General
Approvrianions Act.

SEC. 16. Implementing Rules and Reguilations. - Within
nnety (90) davs after the effectivity of this Act, the DepED,
in consultation with the DA  the DAR, the TESDA and the
ATI, shall formulate the rules and regulations needed for the
effective implementation of this Act.

SEC. 17. Separobihity Clause. — If any provisior or part
hereof is held invalid or unconstitutional, the remainder of the

law or the provision not otherwise affected ghall remain valid
and subsiating.

SEC. 18. Repealing Clause. ~ All iaws or parts thereof,
decrees. orders, rulee and regulations inconsistent wath the

provisions of this Act are hereby repealed or modified
accordingly.

SEC. 19. Effectivity Clouse. = This Act shall take effecz

fifieen (15} dave afier its pubhcation in the Official Gazette.

Approved.

%,4‘; A:;L

FELICIANG BELMONTE [ § EIERCITO ESTRADA

ing Senaie Presiden:

Thie Act whiek 15 2 consohcauon of Senate Bili Ne. 3
and House Bill Nc. 6050 was finalle passed by ine Se:
and the House of Represercatives on June 3, 2013,

——~
MARILYN B. g.e.m: AZ’(

Secrerary General
House of Represeniarives

Secretary of the Senare

Approved: SEF 0 3 2013

BENIGNO S/ AQUINO 11
President of the Philippines
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